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We give thanks that you have joined us in our mission to      
reveal God’s love in action by serving the poor, with the 
Global Catholic Community. 

We are honoured that you have agreed to host a Chalice 
Corpus Christi appeal in your parish. Your ‘yes’ connects 
your parish with over 100 parishes across Canada, joining 
together to live out our Eucharistic call to love and serve the 
poor. 

We celebrate Corpus Christi year-round at Chalice. It is in 
our very name. It is our offering to God for His tremendous 
grace which allows us to “bring Christ to the poor and the 
poor to Christ.” 

Christ to the Poor
and the Poor to Christ.
Fr. Pat Cosgrove, President and Founder, explains 
Chalice’s core purpose. 
You can explore lots more content on our
Speaker’s Resources page ChaliceEvents.org

Chalice is constituted as a Private Association of the Faithful by 
Archbishop Brian Dunn of the Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth

Click here to watch the video.

At our Canadian offices, all staff gather for prayer each morning, interceding for  staff, sponsors, spon-
sored children and supporters, daily consecrating our work to Christ through Mary, Mother of the Church.

Thank you for bringing our mission into your parish

Chalice is Canada’s largest Catholic child sponsorship organization. We’re headquartered in Bedford, 
Nova Scotia (just outside Halifax) and we’ve been sponsoring children in need for 30 years. 

Our Family Funding sponsorship model is unique in Canada.The premise is simple: the child’s parent 
or guardian (usually their mother) knows what the child  needs best. Therefore, the child’s sponsorship 
funds are deposited directly into his or her bank account, which Chalice helps them to open. Each 
month, parents meet in ‘family circles’ of about 20  with a Chalice field worker. At these meetings, they 
account for their spending, create group savings, engage in microloans, and even form small business-
es. These groups are places of prayer, support and solidarity. They demonstrate to Chalice what needs 
to be done to improve the future of each child, family and community.

Who we are
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We are asking you to speak about Chalice in your homilies and encourage your parishioners to sponsor 
a child throughout the weekend. 

If you have a personal connection or experience with Chalice, we ask you to consider sharing it in your 
homily. We believe that hearing about the personal and spiritual value of sponsorship from you is the 
most  powerful way to build trust among parishioners and encourage them to sponsor.  

Every priest and deacon prepares his homily with his own style and approach, and we are constantly 
edified by the connections made between the Gospel and our present-day concerns. Thus, we are 
certain you will find your own connections between our work and the Gospel.

The following points, if you wish to use them, may assist you in your homily: 

Chalice and your parish’s Feast of Corpus Christi 
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Thank you for bringing our mission into your parish

Background points and connections to our Church

Chalice’s purpose is twofold. 

The first purpose is to bring Christ’s loving presence to those suffering the sorrowful stress of poverty. 
 “The mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a  concrete reality through which He reveals His 

love as that of a father or a mother, moved to the very depths out of love for their child.” 
- Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus

These encompass both the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.                    

The second purpose  is to respond to Christ's call and the urging of the Holy Spirit, 
by helping one other person through sponsorship. Each new sponsor joins our  mis-
sion to reveal Christ to a child in need. 

The Eucharist enables us to achieve this purpose together as members of
 Christ’s Body. 
 “Eating his Body and drinking his Blood, the disciples are 
   incorporated into Christ: in this way communion is activated,  
   which constitutes the Church.”- Cardinal Angelo Scola, Patriarch of Venice 

Children and elders are selected for sponsorship based on need and family circumstance, regardless 
of race, age, ability, gender, or religion. “For the whole law is summed up in a single  commandment, 
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” (Gal 5:14) 

By working closely with those who experience the difficulties of poverty in our family circles, we gain 
knowledge and insight on how to best respond to challenges. Through sponsorship, we equip the 
parents and guardians and walk with them in solidarity as they create a better life for their families. 
 “Subsidiarity is the coordination of society's activities in a way that  supports the internal life   
 of the local communities.” - Pope Benedict XVI 

Parishioners value our financial integrity and transparency. Chalice commits more than 90% of its 
spending in support of  programs. All donations, including your sponsorship payments, are tax  de-
ductible.
“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much...” Luke 16:10 

Find more background information at chalice.ca

http://chalice.ca
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Christ says to his disciples, “You give them something to eat.”    
(Lk 9:13) Nutrition is a key part of Chalice’s program. As they say in 
Haiti, “Hungry bellies can’t learn.” 
Sponsorship helps families buy nutritious foods for their families, 
and our Nutrition Program supports school meal programs, com-
munity soup  kitchens, and other nutrition initiatives. 
 “Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but
  yours, no feet but yours…” -St. Teresa of Avila

Chalice’s mission is Eucharistic. When we eat of the Bread of Life, 
we are consumed into His Body and in turn empty ourselves for 
the love of others. 

The disciples ask the crowd to sit in groups on the ground. Each month, the parents and guardians 
of Chalice-sponsored children meet in small groups of 20 (often sitting in circles on the ground)              
accompanied by a social worker. These family circle meetings ensure the parents’ financial account-
ability, but they are more importantly places of solidarity, faith sharing and community-building. 

Chalice and Luke 9:11-17  - connection points to consider

Check out Fr. Pat’s upcoming ‘Gospel connections’ video:
https://chaliceevents.ca/speakers-resources
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The disciples said, “Send the crowd away…for we are here in a 
deserted place.” “We have no more than five loaves and two fish 
- unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.”
When we look at the world’s immense need and our own spiritual 
poverty, we may see the same obstacles and feel the same resig-
nation today as the disciples once did. Our brokenness may leave 
us feeling ill-equipped to help. 

Jesus “blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd.” The good 
news is that, just as Jesus’ Body is broken for us, we are in turn broken for others. Jesus blesses our 
brokenness to enable us to walk with those in need, bringing forth God’s Kingdom.

In 1994, when Chalice was in its infancy, we sponsored only 966 children. Today, we have almost 
50,000. Just as Christ did with the loaves and fish, so he has done with the parishioners who have 
sponsored a child and spread His love to children in need.

https://chaliceevents.ca/speakers-resources


If you have any questions, please contact Andrew: 
AndrewHachey@chalice.ca 
902-707-0711 ext. 101 or toll-free 1-800-776-6855

Practical points to cover in your appeal homily

A clear call to action: “please sponsor a child or elder.” Speakers have found  success in a line like “I 
invite you, after Mass, to take a look and choose a child who speaks to your heart. In front of the altar, 
I have booklets of 30 children (and elders) who are looking for sponsors.”

We ask that you underscore that each booklet represents a real child, 
and must only be  taken if the parishioner has sponsored that child. If 
a parishioner is undecided, we have “take-home cards” available for 
prayer and consideration. Highlighting this in your homily is a great 
help for the volunteers.

What will the volunteers be doing? 
Chalice staff have been collaborating one-on-one with volunteer 
leaders from your parish or diocese who will oversee the adminis-
trative and informational tasks of the sponsorship appeal weekend. 

 

Chalice staff will ship a package directly to the    
  volunteers that contains:
• the sponsorship booklets
• take-home cards
• materials for registering new sponsors
• materials for receiving cash or cheque         

donations, and
• promotional materials.

Before each Mass of your appeal weekend, the 
volunteers will set up a prominent table with 
the booklets. The location will be agreed on in                     
advance by you and your parish administrative 
team.  

At the end of Mass, the volunteers will interact with  
parishioners and facilitate sponsorships. We have 
trained them them to answer questions and help 
interested parishioners fill out the sponsorship 
documents. 

Chalice and Luke 9:11-17  - connection points to consider

You may consider taking a child booklet to the ambo as a visual aid while you speak.

Check out Fr. Pat’s upcoming ‘Gospel connections’ video:
https://chaliceevents.ca/speakers-resources
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The volunteers will also manage all the final administration and return everything to the Chalice office 
in Nova Scotia at the end of the weekend. 

https://chaliceevents.ca/speakers-resources


Chalice Child Sponsorship - quick facts

How we work:
• We work in 52 sponsor sites, spanning 13 developing  countries.
• Each site is under local direction. Our partners are a mix of      

religious congregations and organizations, lay and communty 
groups.

• Children and elders are selected for sponsorship based on 
need and family circumstances, regardless of race, age,  ability,      
gender, or religion.

•  We now have 2200 family circles worldwide.
• Equipped with financial literacy training, the guardians make      

budgets, account for their spending, create savings, and even 
launch small businesses. 

• With empowerment and knowledge, families can transition from 
sponsorship to self-sufficiency.

• Chalice sponsorship has many supporting programs, such as        
nutrition, infrastructure, health, water, and agriculture. 

• The unified goal of all these programs is educated children, 
in self-sustaining families, living in caring and connected                  
communities.

Almost 50,000 sponsored children 
in 13 countries Bolivia

Peru
Paraguay
Chile
Guatemala

India
Philippines
Haiti

Ukraine

Ghana
Kenya
Tanzania
Zambia

Our financial integrity:
• Chalice commits  more than 90% of its spending in         

support of programs.
• Chalice has received an A rating from Charity Intelligence 

for 2021, and is rated a top charity by Maclean’s and   
MoneySense magazines.

Our Purpose:
Christ to the Poor and the Poor to 
Christ

Our Vision:
A world where all children and families 
live in communities of life and love

Our Mission:
To reveal God’s love in action by 
serving the poor, with the Global 
Catholic Community

Our Values:
Founded in Christ and dedicated 
to the love of Mary, Mother of the 
Church, we believe that every person 
has a basic and equal right to dignity. 
We express this in our core values:
• Stewardship
• Faithfulness
• Integrity
• Commitment
• Compassion
• Respect
• Diversity

Our Catholic faith:
• All Chalice’s actions are rooted in prayer.
• Our Canadian staff gathers each morning to pray for the                        

children and families in our sites around the world, and 
also for the intentions of our supporters. 

• We consecrate our mission and daily works to Mary, 
Mother of the Church.
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